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Hoαν“t DENMAN.. 


I Tis now Shove thies years ſince Dr. Teal 
publiſhed a deſcription of his New Forceps 
—- Three Blades, together with an elegant 1 
5 Copper: plate Print of that Inſtrument. From 
this Publication, though attended with conſi- 
derable expence, he derived no advantage, 5 
fince it was chiefly intended as a compliment 
to his Pupils, and to ſuch other Gentlemen of 
the Profeſſion as were particularly engaged in 
the province of Midwifery. * Of this I can 
_ ſpeak with confidence, as 1 had at that time 
| the pleaſure of attending the Doctor's Lectures, 
and was, therefore, well acquainted with the 
truth of the particulars which I now mention. 

I was likewiſe one of the many, who, from 
the principles on which it was recommended, 
thought this a valuable addition to the Appara- 
tus of Midwifery; nor has my experience of 
its uſe 1 in. Practice hitherto failed to confirm 


* 11 is true, wha his Karos - Find Was W pub- : 
| liſhed, his paper on the Forceps was annexed to it. but with- 
out making anv addition to the price. | 
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this opinion, But the merit of Dr. Leake's 
| Forceps reſts on a much better foundation than 
any thing I can pretend to advance in its fa- 
vour. Many of the beſt Accoucheurs, both 
at home and abroad, have been pleaſed to 
commend it as a conſiderable Improvement; 


many commiſſions were foon received by the 


Inſtrument-Makers, for ſending it to different 
quarters; and to my certain knowledge, it has 


been for ſome time paſt a familiar Inſtrument 


in the hands of ſeveral Practitioners of the firſt 
name in France, Ruſſia, and Holland, as well 
as Great Britain and Ireland. 3 


With fo many and ſuch reſpectable Suffta- 


ges in its favour, I thought the credit and uſe 
of the et Forceps had been univerſally eſta- 
bliſhed, till I was lately convinced, by peru- 
ſing your Remarks on that Inſtrument, that 
there was at leaſt one diſſenting voice. W hen, 5 


or in what manner, theſe Remarks were firſt. 


uſhered into light, J will not take upon me to 
ſay; but J am apt to think they had a clan- 
deſine Birth, as I do not remember to have 
ſeen them advertiſed in the uſual way; a cir- 
cumſtance which would not have readily eſca- 
ped me, as my fondneſs for Improvement, eſ- 
pecially at ſo great a diſtance from Town, 
Makes me always very atfentive to the Article 
of new Publications. It was by mere acci- 
dent, therefore, and only very lately, that T had 
the happy opportunity of ſeeing this ſtriking 
Specimen 5 10 Candour and literary Ta- 


Tents ; 1 


Hr N Wa AA abut 3 


. 
lents; and as ſoon as I had glanced it over, I 
was determined to employ 1 my firſt intervals of 
leiſure, from the duties of my Profeii.on, in 
vindicating Dr. Leake from ſo illiberal and in- 
jurious an Attack. Together with this mo- 

tive you may attribute as much as you pleaſe 
to the vanity of a young man, whom you may 
ſuſpect, perhaps, of ſeek ing for an occaſion to 


try his ſtrength in the lifts of Controverly ; 


and indeed, to be perfectly ingenuous with 


you, I will frankly own, that fo far as it may 
be natural to take courage from the weakneſs 
of an Adverſary, I could never hope for a bet- 

ter opportunity of making a firſt eſſay with ſo 


little hazard to my Reputation. ; 


In cenſuring Dr. Leake's Forceps, ich ; 
you are pleaſed to declare an ineffectual as well 
as a dangerous Inſtrument, you alledge the 
public good as your ſole inducement for under- 
taking the trouble of your Remarks upon it. 


— bas — tmaen toon 15 
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This is certainly a good Plea, and worthy of a 
good Man; but it has been ſo often hackney- 
ed and abuſed; that we are ſometimes apt to 


ſuſpect a counterfeit. It is a convenient pre- 
tene, however, when a man is either aſnamed 
or afraid to avow his real motives, and in the 


preſent caſe, it would not perhaps be difficult 


to aſſign others. But as this may be a matter 


of conjecture only, I ſhall not inſiſt upon it, as 


DT would not wiſh to attack even an ungene⸗ 


rw Adverſary, by the ſly method of Inſinua- 
tion. Gs 


© PIE 2 Allow! ing 


N 
Allowing you, therefire, the full merit of 
your pretended zeal for the public ſafety; let 


me aſk you why you did not ſound the alarm 
ſooner, when you ſay, and would have it be- 


lieved, there was fo much impending danger, 


and ſuch dreadful conſequences to be apprehen- 
ded from the uſe of this inſtrument ? Let me 
full further aſk you, why at length, theſe be- 
nevolent remarks of yours were not exhibited 
to the world ia public and open manner, in- 
flead, as T am informed, of being privately 
handed about, among ſuch young and unexpe- 
rienced Gentlemen of the Profeſſion as were nor 
competent Fudges of the ſubject © Did you mean 
that the poiſon conveyed in this artful and in- 


fidious manner, ſhould have time to operate 


and produce its effects before an antidote could 
be adminiſtered ? 25 
As every man has an undoubted right to ap- 
prove or diſapprove of whatever is preſented to 
public view, I by no means blame you for 
making Dr. Leake's Forceps a ſubject of en- 
quiry, provided you had done it in the way of 
a candid examination, founded on the evidence 
of his own Deſcription : a mode of trial to 
which no Author can reaſonably object, and to 
which every one has an undeniable claim. But 
| how far you have done juſtice to that Gentle- 


man in your Quotations, or the concluſions _ 


drawn from them, will be left to the following 
Strictures, and the Reader's Judgment without 


- farther antici pation. = 
You 


7 1 


Vou will pleaſe to obſerve, Sir, that contra- 
ry to your method, I ſhall quote and examine 
thoſe your Remarks fairly, without perverting 


your meaning, where 7hat 15 to be found, or 
omitting one part and inſerting another, as beſt 
| ſuits my purpoſe. I muſt likewiſe inform 
vou, that in quoting an Author you have no 
right either to her the Diction or tranſpoſe the 
Sentences, eſpecially in points of Controverlſy, 


becauſe from thence may ariſe an alteration in 


the ſenſe, which may wholly miſrepreſent the 
original meaning; both which you have fre- 
quently done without ceremony, in your Re- 
8 on Dr. Leake's paper on the new For- 


ce With the ſkilful and candid, that Pa- 9 


per N very ſafely have been left to vindi- 
cate itſelf; but leſt your Remarks, puerile and 
1 aperficial as they are, thould chance to miſlead 
the unexperienced, who ſometimes miſtake found 
for ſenſe, 1 will proceed to examine and Place 
them in their proper point of view. 
I thall paſs over in a general way, the ſelf⸗ 1 
conceit, and finical preciſion, as well as the 
vanity and formal parade with which you are 


pleaſed to bring forth your elaborate trifle; 


which examined in all its parts, will appear to 


every eye but your own, a ſhapeleſs abortion, _ 


py deformed, unfiniſhed—lſent before its time. 
In the firſt article of your Remarks, you 
take the liberty to aſſert, that Dr. Leake's De- 
ſcription of the Forceps is not correct; but in 


what manner you make good . aller tion, the 
| R ader SY 
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Reader will beſt be able to judge, from an ex- 


act quotation of his Deſcription, compared 
with your own. 


Dr. Leake's Deſcription of ths Forceps i is AS 


follows: „ The Forceps uſed in Midwitery 


cc 


may be confidered as an Inſtrument conſiſt- 
ing of two Levers, which act in contrary 
Directions from one common Centre or Ful- 
crum, where their Blades unite and are ſuſ- 


cc 


* tained by each other, conſequently, their 
power on the Body to be moved will be in 


cc 


Proportion to the ee of their Levers or 


4 Handles. 


The following is your Deſcription. The ; 


Forced ought to be conſidered as an inſtrument 
conſiſting of two Levers, acting alternately from 
o centres, which are thoſe parts of the child's 
head undergoing the greate friction. 


To ſpeak thus, is to aſſert that the Forceps, 


which is the active body, finds a Fulcrum or 
_ reſting point upon the Child's head, which is 
_ wholly paſſive, being the very part which is to 
be extracted. I ſhould be glad to aſk, How 
| the Child's head can be the part from which the 
Blades act, ſince it is demonſtratively the part 
afted upon ? A very ſlender knowledge of Me- 
chanics might have taught you that every Le- 
ver mult neceſſarily act from its centre of mo- 


tion; but on the contrary, if the Child's head 


allbeded a centre of motion to the Blades of the 
Forceps, as you have ignorantly aſſerted, then 


it would Ttollow, that thoſe e conſidered 


as 


1-9: + 


as Levers, world not af from, But wands 
ther own centre of Motion ; a thing ſo contra- 
ty to reaſon and common ſenſe as to deſerve no 
further attention. In a word, Sir, you have 
palpably confounded the idea of the part acted 
upon by the Lever, with that of the part from 
which it acts. But perhaps you are about to 
eſtabliſh ſome new Principle in Mechanics, 
which may ſolve this Paradox, and prove that 
an acliue and a baſe ve body iS one and the Jame 
hing. 
vou fay—1! is true, © 010 1 to them- 
ſelves, vs. (the Blades) the "A entre of Motion 
will be at that part where they unite ; but when 
in the hands of the Operator, and containing ” 2 
body within their Curve, the alternate motion 
neceſſary for the extrafion of that body through 
a ſmall ſpace, changes the whole circumſtance. To 
It is wholly inconſiſtent and improper, thus 
to talk of Motion, or a Centre of Motion in a 
body (the Forceps) which as above, you are 
8 totally at reſt; that is, unemployed 
and not in the hands of the Operator. 1 | 
You ſay, That when the Blades are really in 
he hands of the Operator, then the whole cir- 
cumflance 1s changed Without doubt the cir- 
cumſtance is changed, but not at all in the 
manner you apprehend; for if the blades con- 
tain a body within their Curve, the action for 
the extraction of that body, muſt ſtill be deri- 
ved from their Junction as a reſting Point, 
” CLINE: _ Stherwiſe they. would want a Fulcrum, and 
5 > RE therefore 5 


1 1 
ende could not act at all. If this is diffi- 
cult to be underſtood, you may, if you pleaſe, 
ſuppoſe !wo Blades without ſuch function to be 
paſſed up along the Child's head, and as theſe 

Blades could not poſſibly then be locked, they 
would not act on the Child's head, and con- 
ſequently 1 it could not be extracted. 

Beſides, the Blades of the Forceps, TR 
dered as two Levers, do not act alternately as 
you tell us ; for as both of them cloſely and 
equally embrace the Child's head, the one 
cannot poſſibly be made to act without the 
other; their action therefore is not alternate | 
but ſimultaneous. 
Brauch frivolous and Abel Objections 

ſhew that you have taken great pains to find 
them out, and that you he been at whip and 


ſpur in purſuit of Game; but like an unſkilful _ 


Huntſman who miſtakes the metal of his 
Steed, as well as his own ; you have unfortu- 
nately quite unhor{ed yourſelf in attempting the 
ve Bar-gate. Upon the whole, either your 
knowledge of Mechanics ſhould have been 
greater, or your preſumption leſs, in contra- 
dicting eſtabliſhed | and ſelf- evident Prin- 
f ciples. ; 
'So much for your 8 and Skill; 
ſhall next quote your ſecond Article I. . 
as a curious ſpecimen of your Candour, and the 
reſpect due to your Superiors :—Reader, pleaſe 
to attend to the following modeſt Aſſertion. 


Fl ney ” 


1 


Profeſſors have generally miſled us in the pur 


fuit of practical knowledge,” being too often of 


"that order of men, who are the bane of real 
improvement. Inquirunt, ſays Dr. Harvey, 
non quomodo res ſunt, ſed quid alii dicunt. 

If ſuch Profeſſors are any where to be found, 


your preceding Remarks evidently ſhew, that 


you have no ſmall title to be included in their. 


number. Nomine mutato, de te fabula narratur. 
In a word, if ſuch reflections in one of real 


conſequence, whoſe judgment was ripened by 
time and experience, would juſtly be thought 


uncommonly preſuming, and fo replete. with 


arrogance, as to have got the better of both 
- prudence and decency What then ſhall be 


faid of —Dr. Thomas Denman £ 
Thus you proceed: 


I eli ve there are . p for ulvefling that 


M. Crants is but little qualified for laying down 


rules for the uſe of infiruments 11 Mideifer = 7 
and M. Levrette 7s not 4 unexceptionable autho- 


4 215 


. jurious, on your own {lender authority, is claim- 


ing more credit than the reader may be willing 


to Allow. you; for you muſt know, that M. 


Canide was an eminent Profeſſor of Midwifery 
at Vienna, and that he wrote judiciouſly on the = 
a Uſe of Inſtruments, i in his Daſſert. de re 17 nſtru- 
 mentaria in arte odftetricarta, a book very ne- 


M. | * ; 


ce Mary ior Four OY 


Non ought to have mentioned thoſe reaſons 
at large, otherwiſe an aſſertion fo rude and in- 
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M. Levrette, you FRY is not unexception- = 


able authority If none but yours is oppoſed to 


it, I believe it will remain unexceptionable. 


To tell any other of the profeſſion but yourſelf 
who Levrette was, would be unneceflary ; but 


as you have ſpelt his name wrong as often as 


you have had occaſion to mention Lit. it appears 


ou have no better acquaintance with him than 


with the former Gentleman, whom you have 

ſo uncivilly cenſured. Levret of Paris is ſuf- 

— ficiently known throughout Europe, both by 
his writings and public Lectures. In ſhort, 

the merit and judgment of the two reſpectable 

Authors in queſtion are fo univerſally acknow- 

ledged, and their reputation ſo ſuperior to your 


inſignificant cavils, that the preſent circum- 
ſtance would be apt to put one in mind of @ 


as vol barking at the Moon. 


I ſhall now proceed to quote the Cubliance 


of what Dr. Leake has advanced, and to exa- 
mine the propriety and validity of your Remarks 


on the preſent ſubje&t.—In His deſcription of 2; 


the Forceps he ſeeks thus : 


H. Crantz, Profeſſor of Midwifery at 


« Vienna, and Levret of Paris, both 2's lang 
« that when the Child's head is wedged within 
< the bones of the Pelvis (capize mncuneato), 
eit can ſcarcely be extracted by the common 


« Forceps recommended by Smellie, becauſe 


c of their ſhortneſs ; and as their blades are 
only curved in one direction, whenever it 


7 Happen. that the hind-head 1s forced over 
the 


K „ 1: 


the Symphyſis of the Pubes, it cannot be 
got hold of within the curve of the Blades, 
which being only applied along the ears in 
a ſtreight direction, are therefore apt to ſlip. 
downwards over the face, and to foil the 
Operator in the extraction of the Head: 
This will the rather happen, becauſe they are 
© made taper towards their points, which will 


diminiſh their contact on the head, and pre- 


vent them from taking a firm hold; t 


they are the leaſt ſerviceable in thoſe very 


Caſes where they are the moſt wanted, that 
is, where the Pelvis is narrow ; for it muſt 
be allowed, of all difficulties that which hap- 
pens from the above cauſe, is by far the moſt 
© inſurmountable obſtacle to the birth, ſince 
it can only be overcome. by very ſtrong 
- pains, which compreſs the head, and force 
it to conform to the bony paſſage.” EY 
| Your remarks on the preceding Paragraph 
are as follow: ben the Head is incuneatum, 
_ enclave, or wedged in the Pelvis, it is a caſe 
n which Forceps of any kind cannot be uſed 
worth prudence. If wwe did try them, we ſhou'd 
i happily miſcarry in the attembt, for if we ſuc- 
_ ceeded, dreadful would be the conſequence fo 
he parts of the Mother, cruſhed between the _ 
Child's head and Forceps on one hand, and te es 


1 Gones of the Petvis on the other. 


The Reader is here preſented with A diſh 5 
of all forts—a perfect Cleo, without a ſingle 

grain of falt or ſeaſoning, curiouſly garniſhed 5 

with '7 


E 1] 


with freſh rhetorical flowers, but of the exotic 


| kind; ſuch as that of miſcarrying happily ; 


Succeſs being altended 70700 dreadful conſe- 


quences, & c. 


| You tell us that, The Dofrine of applying | 
| Forceps before the bulk of the head has paſſed 


the ſuperior aperture of the Pelvis, carries great 
danger and inſurmountable difficulties on the 


Jace of 1 it, Thoſe who have endeavoured to re 
duce it to practice ( for it is an old and obſolete 
dectrine), have, in their accounts given us Hiſ- 


tories of their attempting it, of the difficultics 


they met with, of the a pra 6 Fey did, and „ 


rebraction of their errors. 


According to your account, this: Dodrine 


wears a very frightful and gorgon-like COUnte= 


nance.—Alas poor proſtituted word Doctrine! 


how. miſerably art thou profaned and miſap- 


plied ; I fear thou wilt next be tack'd to the 
method of making peaſe- -pottage, or manufac- 


turing mutton-pies. But to be ſerious ; was 


it not doing juſtice to John Birnyan by the com- 


pariſon; I ſhould think I had been reading his 
deſcription of the Pilgrim's Progreſs through 


= the Vale of Tears. 
When the preateſt bulk of the- 1 has 
paſſed the ſuperior Aperture of the Pelvis, tho 

greateſt difficulty is over, as appears by the o. 
lowing quotation from Dr. Leake, and therefore 


the Forceps are ſeldom ever then neceſſary, 


except floodings or other dangerous ſymptoms 


ſhould e exhauſt the Patient's . 
| be 


cc 


is objected to by ſome, till after the Head 
has ot below the brim of the Pelvis, on the 

ſuppoſition that the force applied to bring it 
down would prove injurious to the Mother ; 
but the violent and long continued compreſſion | 
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„ The Sort Forceps may indeed be ecku⸗ — 
ally applied when the Child's head is low 
in the Pelvis, but where that is the caſe, 


artificial aſſiſtance is ſeldem neceſſary, the 
principal difficulty being then over; and 


ſhould any ſtill remain, it will now be re. 
moved by the concurrence of two cauſes, 
viz. the inferior parts of the Pelvis will gra- 
dually dilate and give way to the preſſure of 
the head, which, at the ſame time, will be 
| ſqueezed i into a longitudinal form, and there- 
fore its tranſverſe diameter, in reſpect to the 
paſſage, will become conſiderably leſs and 
lefs ; both which circumſtances have a ma- 


nifeſt tendency to facilitate the birth.” 


Thoſe then, and ſuch like your remarks, are 
more than fufficiently anſwered by the follow- 
ing quotation from Dr. Leake's Paper, which 
ſhews the neceſſity and propriety of the prac- 
tice he recommends, and allo that he was 720f 


aware of cavil and criticiſm. 
I know that the application of the Forceps 


= 


cc 


cc 


40 


CC 


RS, © 
WY f 4 
1 


75 


of the ſoft parts, viz. the Vagina and Neck 


of the Bladder, &c. when ſqueezed between 
the Head and Bones of the Pelvis, two ſolid 
bones, will be much more liable to endanger 
the Patient. since inſtances may be found 


CE - where 


„„ 

% where A Mortification has been the conſe-. 

* quence, and where the Child, which always * 
e ſuffers in proportion, was allo born dead. N | 
In caſes, therefore, extremely laborious, 1 

<« when the Head is large, the Pelvis narr oe, 
© or both: — where the Patient's Strength 18 

«« exhauſted by a Flooding, —where ſhe is ſud- 
e denly attacked with Convulfions, Faintings, 

or other alarming Symptoms, and conle- | 

« quently, where the /abour Pons are inf, 1 | 


A 


« ficient to bring forth the Child; the long 
*. double curved. Forceps, hereafter deſcribed, - | 
e may be uſed with great ſafety and advan- e 
« tage, either with or without the Lever or 
« third blade, as occaſion may require. EVe?- 
« ry one who has had much experience knows. 
« that it is often improper, as well as difficult 
and dangerous to turn the Child, and ſome- 
times even impraclicalle without burſting 
« the Uterus, or applying ſo much violence _ 73 
as might be fatal to the Mother; and 75 | 
open the head of a living infant, before the _ . 
* long Forceps and every other expedient had 
been tried in vain, would ſurely be deemed a 
« raſh and unnatural Practice!“ | 
Tt may be obſerved, that whatever Dr. 
Links recommends, he aways g7ves his reaſons 
or it; but what you advance is only mere F 
matter of aſſertion, or if you attempt any thing 
further, ſuch is your ſucceſs, that what you 
_ endeavour to prove, ſtill remains to be proved 
by ſome other En 


The 


— _— —————— 
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2F be queſtion is—What ſhould be Jong for 


the ſafety of the Mother when her ſtrength is 


exhauſted, and her pains inſufficient to bring 


the Child; ſo that ſhe is every moment in 
danger ol dying undelivered ?—Pr. Leate ad- 
mits, there is no danger in the Operation, but 


at the ſame time ſhews why there is much 


more, when it is neglected, and therefore, of 
two evils, the leaſt is to be choſen ; eſpecially 
ſince there is no other alternative, than that one 
of killing the Child, by opening its head; for 
he has ſhewn that Sme/lre's Forceps are much 
too ſhort to reach and extract it thus ſituated, 
and that it is by no means eligible to turn the 
_ Child: fo that all you have been able to advance 
againſt this practice, i is mere invective, not argu= 
nent; being nothing but a few formidable 
Epithets to excite horror, and to deter the weak 
and timorous from uſing the Forceps recom- 
mended by Dr. Leake ; and left bis ingenious 
Invention of combining the action of the Forceps 
and Lever "ſhould « chance to pluck, a feather out 


of your” WING, 


 Youtalk of dreadful conſequences, and cruſh- 
ing of heads, as others would talk of cracking 
nuts; but if ſuch reafoning as this could pre- 
vail, then the uſe of the ſhort Forceps, of which 
you are fo fond, ſhould alſo be rejected, even 
when the Child's head is below the brim of 
the Pelvis ; for fearof lacerating the Perinæum; 
and for the very ſame reaſon, if it could be found 
to have any Weigl no Surgeon would ever 
venture 


A 


venture to cut for the Stone, leſt the patient 


ſhould die by the conſequence of the operation. 


You ſay, —1! 7 1s ſuppoſed that the hind-head © 


is forced over the Symphyſis of the Pubs. 


ever this 1s the caſe it 13 not poſſible to ap- 
ply Forceps of any kind, with advantage, or 


<oithout the utmoſt danger ; and I call upon 


every Gentleman conver ant in practice to con- 


firm the truth of the aſſertion. 

It is not poſſible, you ſay, to apply Forceps 
of any kind. Dr. Leake being appriſed of the 
difficulty of attending the application of al] 


Forceps in this particular caſe, becauſe of their 


lateral preſſure, which increaſes the longitudi- 


nal diameter of the head, and forces the Occi- 
' put ſtill more over the Pubes, has therefore, in- 


vented a rh Blade, «hich combined with the 


Forceps acts as a Lever, apphed immediately 1 


the reſiſting point of the Occibus; and that 
W ithout the leaſt danger of hurting the mother ; 


2 Circumſtance which has often happened by 


the uſe of the common Leer. 
T hoſe things premiſed and duly attended i 
I think it will follow that you may call on 


Gentlemen converſant in practice a long time 
before they anſwer to the truth of your aſſer- 
tion, without your appeal i is made to thoſe Who 
are as much averſe to improvement as you ſeem 
to be yourſelf, and who rather chuſe to grope 


in the dark, than to walk in open day-light. 


The following Abſtract from Dr. Leales 


deje Lint be N „will ſtill more fully 
illuſtrate 


. 


a.” — ——— — — = 1 a : 
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illuſtrate and explain the true nature and uſe 
of the Lever or third Blade, and ſhew under 
what particular circumſtances its application 


becomes neceſſary and adyantageous. 
When the fore-head prelents to the Os 


“ Sacrum, and the hind-head to the Pubes; 
« the long axis of the head interſects the 
« ſhort axis of the Pelvis, and therefore 


« theſe parts may be conſidered as two El- 


cc. lipſes croſſing each other ;—a Poſition of 
« the head very Fü cut e to the Birth - 


« the Child. Whenever this is the Caſe, 


very capital Inconvenience, even in the 
e long double-curved Forceps will occur, for 
«« when they are thus applied on the Sides of 
the Head; the more it is there compreſſed 
o by the Action of the Blades, the more will 
the Hind-head be forced over the Pubes, and 
the Fore- head agamft the Sacrum, which 
„will {till add to the difficulty, and conſe- 
** quently it cannot be extracted, in this 
„ manner, without great violence both to 
e the Mother and Child :—This Circum- 
ä ſtance has happened to me in Practice ſe- 
% veral times, par ticularly in two laborious 
«Caſes, where the repeated Application of 
_ © the Blades at the ſides proved ineffectual ; 
and dangerous Symptoms appearing, I was 
afraid of further delay, and therefore (the 
© patient being placed on her fide) I intro- 
704 duced them at the Sacrum and Pubes, hat 
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is, on the Pace and Occiput, und extracied 


the head with eaſe at the firſt e fort. 
As this Succeis was = ily owing to 
Com preft ion of the longeſt part of tne Head, 


it firſt ſuggeſted to me 1 5 Hint of apply- 


ing a pair of Force es with three Blades, one 
of. Which AY. be 1 uſed as a 


Lever, which will act on, the fame Prin- 


ciple as that of ' Reonk: Beten S. 

% But notwithſtanding the ſe ſceming Sim- 
plicity of Roouhbuyjen' s Lever, it me ay be 
attended with the utmoſt Dan: ger; for, 


as the Symphyfis Pubis is the Centre 


from which it acts, and the Point upon 
which its whole Streſs is laid, whenever 


much force 1s applied to bring down the 
* head, (Action and Re- action being the 
ſame) the Varina, Neck of the Bladder, 2 and 
and nervous Parts, may be ſo violently | 
bruifed as to occafion a Mortificati aon, or 
even the very S Symphyti 3 Pubis may happen 
to give way. 

-66--T'0 remedy this [nconvenience, which is 
the principal Objection to the Lever, FE: 
have, for ſeveral Years paſt, in my Courſe of 
* Lectures on Midwifery, recommended an 
cc 


© ument conſiſbing of three Blades, being 


$39 


fact, a Pair of long Forceps with 
b © Curves, and the Addition of a2 Le- 
ver, which may be appliedwithout the lcaſt 
danger of 3 hur ting t! he Mother; for here the 
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to the third Ft gure in the CPE 3 
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be more brought into the Centre of the 


os 


£6 


nl 


F 1171 aum of the Lever is removed rom the 
Pubis to the Function of the tawo Blades, 
which not only a& as a Pair of Forceps, 
but at the fame time afford a firm reſting 


Point for the third Blade, by means of a i 


8 


ſmall Pivot or central Pin, placed on the 
under Side of the lower Blade. 


„ After the Introduction of the Blades of 


theſe Forceps at the Sides of the Child's 
head, and ftrongly tying ther Handles, this 


Lever is to be paiie: = up 555 reen the Occi- 
cc- 


put and Pubes, | and as the Pelvis there 


forms a kind of Arch, and. 18 alto &. 


— 


tremely ſhallow ; by inclining the Handle 
downwards towards the Peri maeum, it may 


be introduced without t the 1 1 e OF 
Violence or difficulty. 


The additional Blade or Lever thus app lied . 
immediately to the reſiſting Point or Occi- 
puts where it reſts at the Pubes, will not 


only effectually ns en the Head, and de- 


tach it from the Place of its Obſtruction, 
but will alſo prevent the Fo: rceps from flip- 
ping; for if they tend down towards the 


Face; the Lever, which is fixed at the Hind- 


head, and e at the Junction of the 3 | 


Blades, muſt be drawn dovn with them, 


and conſequently. the head alſo will ſtill 


Pelvis, and therefor re more eaſily extracted ; 


| . * which may be better underſtood by referring . #7 


B 2 3 In 


2 


« 


(WF 
In ſhort, theſe two mechanical Powers of 
the Forceps and Lever thus combined, will 
mutually aſſiſt each other ;—for the Lever 
will not only prevent the F orceps from ſlip- 


* 


c 


£ 


* 


5 T ping, but will alſo ſhorten the Head, and 


bring it down below the Arch of the Pubes 
« jnto the Centre of the Pelvis, by which 


« means it may be the more eaſily extracted; 


ce on the other Hand, the Forceps will afford 


a reſting Point to the Lever, from which it 


may effectually act without any Sort of Dan- 


c ger or Pain to the Patient, ſo that we have 


the Advantages of both ene with= . 
cout the defects of either.” _ 


Dr. Leake does not here vainly magnify the 


merit of inventing this new Inſtrument, but 
plainly tells us, it was owing to a matter 
of accident which occurred to him in 880 


: tice. 


You tell us that—The 1 of Dr. Smel- : 


lie Forceps zs unprofitable .—You cannot then 
ſay, that Dr. Leabe is mercenary ; but I muſt 
inform you that to cenſure and to diſapprove 
are very different things: Thoſe who are beſt 

: acquainted with Dr. Leate well know that he 


is leſs diſpoſed to cenſure than commend ; 


and it is apparent he has not treated Dr. Smellie 


in the difreſpectful manner with which you 
mention the names of M. Levret and E. 


: Crantz. 


You. next . 28 Aa | panegyriſt—Dy. o 


Sme lie Was mali of: gr eat candour, maury, 


»» 
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nd i ingenuity, ond we are all indebted to Ee. 4 
have often heard Dr. Leake in the courſe of his 
Lectures mention his name with great reſpect, 


and chearfully ſubſcribe to his merit. 


You ſay le ore all indebted to FREY Thoſ 


who have attended his Lectures J preſume, 


will not deny it; for your part, Sir, had you 


been as grateful to the Gentleman from whom 
you received your Inſtructions in Midwifery, 


we ſhould not have ſeen you engaged with 


him in a e eee conteſt, 


A. D. 1769. 


Again you ſay— De. Smellie's Fercept are 


7201 zaper at the point. Not 0 taper as the point 


of a Sword but they are kaper—vyerily the 7 


are laper. 


<Y Out add Hs lar gengſe of the OE, and PI 


rowneſfs of the Pelvis are relative Terms, &C.— 


This ſeems to be a new and very notable dif 
covery, and what makes it the more valuable, 
it is not more difficult to be demonſtra ated, : 


than that two and one make three. 


You fay—The caſe fuppojed in 79. Para- 


5 graph, I believe, never can 18 hs at che 8 15 
part of the Petois. 


In what Paragraph ? for you do not ſay, 


whether in Dr. Leake's, or your own. Pray 
Doctor, what Profeſſor, except fuch as you have 
mentioned in the beginning of your Remarks, 
ever talks of a Caſe happening at the upper 
Part of the Pelvis? I ſuppoſe you mean a caſe | 


Where the Shui e 8 head could not happen to 
e be 


„„ 


be fo placed at the upper part of the Pelvis 1 * 


if this is not your meaning, the caſe you al- 


lude to muſt be a headleſs caſe, a caſe with- 


out a head ;—a very piteous caſe indeed, and 


ſuch as probably never happened to any one 
except Dr. Thomas Denman. 
You proceed—/My reaſon for preſe ring the 
flreis Ht Hord PS 18 4 conviction that this 6 2 7052 
is tr: , and I hat under the eſe circumftances the 
enroiimear Forceps become mconvente As. 
" Your reaſon is a conviction that this opinion g 
1 true A very curious reaſon indeed; but I 
Hall fay no more on this paſjage, leſt I make 


miſtake; for I confeſs tis far too ſublime 


107 my comprehenſion. 


Ag ain, you ay know en 7 the H 


tory of the Vi ecte g, In as able FO 45 as Roonbuy- 


four „ 79 CONUINCE any re Fecſonable man, that in UC 
ebe, Os and +) veen done by them. 


For this very reaſon Dr. Leake has con- 
irived a Lever or V ectes, which occaſionally. 


combined with the Forceps, will produce all. 


the effects of a Lever without the lealt Ranger 
of hurting the Mother. | 


4. 0 


Thus you procced—Roonhuyſen's 15 T7 


changes its contre of action, and though it may 
be jixed © g. the Symphyfts W the Putes, the 
 Ramnus of the o Tſechit in, near the obi, fe proceſs, 


muſt become the Fulcrum, or you will not be 


blo to extract the head. 


Here it is preſumed you meant to have fd: 


| {gHOL AIMS, and that by ſome unaccou intable 


. blunder 5 
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in that direction, 1 sone inch wider than fron 


axis of the Head is now turned to the narro 


7&5 


blunder of the Printers, the word Re nus un- 


luckily flipt in. 


You tell us that e n Pan 1s 0 


port icularly where the hind-head preſſe gui, ſt 


FY 4 


the Pubes; but that the head is ve d ond 


Þ1 os on many Points. 

You ſeem here to have for got What eve ry 
Practitioner in Midwifery ought pa ticularly 
to re ember, vig. that the Brim of the Pelvis 
is an Elſipfis from ſide to lade, and mcaſured 
Sacrum to Pubes; and conſequently the Hes 
thus wedged in t. 1e bony Paitace, muſt of 
courſe | racet with molt reſiſtance where the 
Pelvis is narroweſt; partic. Aare 25 406 dog 


A ATYY 
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axis of the Pelvis, or as Dr. Leake expreſſes 
ve; where two Ellipſes are croſſing 8 Other; 
and there ore, contrary to your aller tio , the 
reſiſting point muſt n eceflarily be where the 
kind-hea 3 preſſes againſt the . 
You 1 oz object to the uſe of oll cit. 
Linc, Forcepi—I pete chen you mean to 
make uſe of none at all; for all ! L "Orceps Are 


cus bilincam, Or th 0 could not be Forceps; 


but all Forceps have not a two-fold curve, 


— 2 VL 


Which I preſume is the Eg vou mean. 


Thus, Sir, you continue o peak, and leſt 


the elegance of your cxpi reſſions fhould ſuffer 


Py the leaſt alteration, I ſhall ſet them down 
Hd: 2 .—The ure of Mr. I. everct' DIY by "OF COPS 


Te 1 the mot concelieli, and My. Oſtor n bas 


,” 72 ; 
„ 2207 © 
# 3 & 8 


an hing from this complicated 1 ty rument. 


[6] 


conti ved a very elegant pair, by diminiſhing the 


ſive of Levret S, and very little alt eration be- 


3 222 


Juſt now you objected to the uſe of all ſuch 
Forceps, but now all of a ſudden Levret's 


are the moſt conyenient ; how does this ac- 
„ 


Beſides, as ; you ſay ar Mr. Oſborn s For- 


ceps differs very little from Levefel's, except 
in f1ze, it is not ealy to conceive how a dimi- 
nution of the fize alone can properly be con- 


ered as a new invention. But here let me 


55 you, whether this contrivance of Mr. O/- 
born's, whatever it may be, was prior or ſub - 
ſequent to that deſcribed by Dr. Leake. K 
direct anſwer to this ſimple queſtion might 
probably unfold the m yſtery, and determine 
WOE at merit is due to Mr. O/born from this 


2:3 el gant pair of Forceps. 


Again 3 lay— Aliromg Dr. Leake the 


{ll full farce of bs Vital reafonmg, ? 4 cannot concerve 


the ad. vantag e ar Ying TOM: 74s e I 
a . 


Tere, like BO Satyr in th ic Fable, 


blow hot and cold with the fame breath ; 15 
hitherto you have endeavoured to controvert 
his reaſoning in the beſt manner you were able; 


but now comes a KING ot a ward and indi- 
Feet affen. 


4 44 


You ſay — cant. canceive che 22 
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T he Forceps recommended by Dr. Leate i is 
7 no means complicated, for whenever the 
Lever is unneceſſary, they may always be ap- 


plied alone with the ſame eaſe and ſafety, and _ 


generally with a better effect than any other, E 


for the reaſons which he has ſpecified.” 


Thus you proceod—Jf we ad with the For. 


cep from handle to handle, the third Blade can 


ag No ſervice. 


The Lever or third Blade will effectually 
prevent the Forceps from ſlipping down over 


the Child's Face, which is a very capital ad- 
vantage, eſpecially as it cannot in the leaſt 
injure the Mother more than the other two, 


although we act with them from handle to 
| handle. 


Again you fay—1/ we att wth the Lever, 
the Forceps are uſeleſs or prejudicial. 
| You have before allowed that Rombuyſer”s 83 


Lever is a dangerous Inſtrument; but as Dr. 


Leake has proved to a demonſtration, that the 
Lever combined with the Forceps may always 


be ſafely and advantageouſly applied, both your 
aſſertions become evidently groundleſs. In- 
| deed, throughout the whole of your perform- 
ance, from a doating affection for every thing 
you have ſaid on the ſubject, you have never 
been fortunate enough to diſtinguiſh the very 


great difference between ſimple aſſertions and 


ſolid proofs ; the firſt are always ready at every 
man's call—upon the laſt, depends the fair and 


cequitable deciſion of all points of controverſy 
55 whatever. 5 


1 have : 


2 r 
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et 


1 have now examined moſt of your Remarks, 


yet I confeſs that ſome of them are abſolutely 


unanſwerable ;—thoſe, Sir, alone are they 


which are utterly unintelligible ; and to con- 
clude, if I am not miſtaken, as you were, 
when in ſpeaking of the Forceps, you miſtook 


the Child's Head for their Centre of Motion, 


all your Views centre in yourſelf; though even 


that part of your deſign you have executed but 


very indifferently, for your ſtile is clumſy, aſſum- 


ing, and pedantic ; your Objections are frivo- 


lous and unfairly urged, and your Aſſertions, 


though poſitive, and highly expreſſive of ſelf- 


importance, are unſupported by reaſoning and 
matter of fact.—In a word, conſidering the 
air of exultation with which you ſet out, it 
may be ſaid with great juſtice and truth, that 


5 the whole of your performance 7 15 2 pomp 5 5 
N indecd'! / 


Vou tell us, that you pay great e gerd to 


Dr. Leake's Abilities; I with I could with a 
ſafe conſcience ſay as much for you; for if I 
was diſpoſed to compliment you on your abi- 


lities, your candour muſt ſuffer ; and if I had 


an opinion of your candour, it muſt neceſſarily 


be at the expence of your Abilities. 


Thus, Sir, you have ſhot your Lilliputian : 


Arrows and wounded nothing but Air; when 
you can ſpare a little more of your precious 3 
time to advance any thing further on this ſub- _ 


ject for the public good, I ſhall not be wanting 5 


in 11 it due Attention. 
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